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8 December 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Mesting with John Blandford re Soviet and Chinese
Aid to North Vietnam

1. Met with Mr. John Blandford, Chief Counsel, House Armed
Services Committee, and in response to his earlier question told him
that we do not have any information on which to base a judgment whether
Soviet assistance or support for the U.S. position in the Paria Peace
Talks or American attempts toward negotiation settiement in Vietnam
will be forthcoming. We really can't read the Russians' purpose at this
time. As for aid provided North Vietnam, I indicated that we were not
able to verify the figures provided by him on Soviet and Chinese aid to
the North Vietnamese of 1.8 billion and 200 n:illion respectively. I also
briefed hirc on the ald provided by the USSR, Communist China and
Eastern Europe for 1968 and for the period 1954 to 1968,

2. Mr. Blandford indicated that the figures provided of 1.8 billion
and 200 milllon had been utilized by the Appropriations Committee in
floor statements and was apparently provided by ''the intelligence com:-
munity." He had no problem with the figures provided by us, but
appeared concerned by the disparity between the figures used by Appro-
priations and our breakdown.
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